
 

 

Australian Council of Educational Leaders 
(ACEL) and the Australian Council on Children 

and the Media (ACCM)   

 

Digital Environments and Developing Minds: 
Research and strategies for professionals, producers and policy makers 

Conference Program 

TIME Conference: Monday 28th October 2019 - Sydney Masonic Centre 

7.45 Registrations open 

8.15 Welcome to Country and Student Performance 

 ACEL Welcome - Aasha Murthy, CEO ACEL 

 ACCM Welcome - Prof Elizabeth Handsley, President ACCM  

08.45 Introduction - Host Dr Kim Le, Child Psychiatrist and Comic 

 Opening address - Dr Susan Packer, Senior Australian of the year 

09.10 Keynote 1. - Dr Jessica Piotrowski (University of Amsterdam): Growing up digital. 

09.50 Morning Tea 

10.10 Panel 1.  Risks and benefits for Physical development. 
Panel - Prof Leon Straker (Curtin Uni): Children’s screen use and development of muscles, bones and 
motor coordination; Dr Kathy Chapman (Uni of Sydney): Food ads and weight; Prof Sarah Blunden 
(Australian Centre for Education in Sleep): The impact of media on children’s sleep; Dr Alison Chiu (Uni 
of Sydney): Computer vision syndrome and children.  

11.20 Keynote 2 and Panel 2.  Risks and benefits for cognitive development. 
Keynote - Prof Mike Nagel (Uni of the Sunshine Coast): Child development and digital media. 
Panel - Dr Michelle Neumann (Griffith Uni): The impact of apps on early literacy and language 
development; Dr Kate Highfield (Early Childhood Australia): Cognitive engagement and reward 
structures. 

12.20 Lunch  

13.00 Keynote 3 and Panel 3.  Technology traps for young players. 
Keynote - Dr Serge Egelman (ICSI USA): Examining Privacy Behaviors of Mobile Apps at Scale 
Panel - Dr Samantha Thomas (Deakin Uni): Sports betting and marketing; David Gillespie (Author):  
Teen brain: screens, depression, anxiety and addiction  

14.10 Panel 4.  Social and emotional development. 
Panel - Dr William Garvey (RCH): Digital technology and neurodevelopmental paediatrics: the 
challenges and opportunities; Dr Lisa Mundy (MCRI): Media use during the middle years: the effects on 
wellbeing and behaviour  

15.00 Afternoon Tea 

15.20 Panel 5.  Screen time, screen use, supporting parents. 
Panel - Dr Anthea Rhodes (Royal Children’s Hospital Melbourne): Screen time: what’s happening in 
Australian homes-findings from the National Child Health Poll; Brad Marshall (North Shore Kidspace): 
The Tech diet: clinical observations; Assoc Prof Julie Green (Raising Children Network): Enabling 
parents in their children’s digital worlds 

16.30 Responsibilities and rights: stepping up to the plate.  Prof Elizabeth Handsley ACCM   

17.00 Close  
 


