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CMA President - Professor Elizabeth Handsley

Elizabeth Handsley has worked as a legal academic
over some 35 years at universities in Sydney, Perth
and Adelaide. In the course of her career she has
published widely on torts, feminist legal theory, judicial
power and independence, the appointment and training
of judges, contempt and defamation. For the last 20
years her research has concentrated mainly on
children's media law, including advertising regulation
(especially food advertising) and classification of films
and games.

She has held research grants from state, national and
international agencies, and collaborated extensively
with scholars from law and other disciplines.

Elizabeth has been a member of CMA since 1999, and
the President since 2010. As well as contributing to the
strategic direction of the organisation she has
coauthored dozens of submissions to reviews and inquiries on its behalf, and given numerous
media interviews on issues within its purview. In June 2023 she launched Outside the Screen, a
podcast she co-hosts with Dr Kim Le that demystifies research and policy developments for parents
and families.

Having stepped away from paid work in 2022, Elizabeth continues to contribute to legal academia
as an Adjunct Professor at La Trobe University and Western Sydney University. She also now has
time to make music shows for Radio Adelaide and to volunteer as a French teacher at the University
of the Third Age.

Why is Lizzie passionate about CMA?

I'm very proud of what CMA has been able to achieve, as a constant voice and presence for
children's rights as media users. Parents and families need the information we provide, which is
research-based and independent - not moralistic or commercially driven like so much else out there.
The work | do with CMA is endlessly fascinating and intellectually challenging, as we are constantly
grappling with new issues, yet we always come back to the fundamentals of children's
developmental needs and families' right to be supported in making the best decisions about how
children use screens and technology.



https://outsidethescreen.substack.com/podcast
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Key Achievements

Admitted to NSW Bar (1989)

BA, LLB (UNSW) (1987)

LLM (Northwestern) (1991)

Carrick Citation for Excellence in Teaching (2007)
Finalist, National Children's Law Awards (2014)

Fellow, Australian Academy of Law (2015)
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