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Media Release

Video games and protection of children: the jury is still
out until guidelines are in

The Australian Council on Children and the Media (ACCM) is troubled by the legislation
passed by the senate yesterday to allow an R18+ classification for video games.

In a media release, on June 18, 2012, the Minister for Home Affairs and Minister for Justice
Jason Clare said ‘the R 18+ category...will prevent minors from purchasing unsuitable
material’.

Professor Elizabeth Handsley, President of the Australian Council on Children and the Media
responded by saying ‘This is being touted as a way of protecting minors from strong violence.
However there is no guarantee that this will be the outcome until major modifications are
made to the classification guidelines for MA15+'.

Professor Handsley continued ‘The one thing we know for sure is that higher impact material
will now become available. The revised guidelines risk being lost in the recesses of federal-
state politics’.

‘Therefore, the Australian Council on Children and the Media are calling on the Standing
Committee on Law and Justice to immediately release the draft revised guidelines for public
scrutiny and input’.

Professor Handsley said ‘These issues are clearly of concern to parents as many of them
already feel out of control when it comes to choosing appropriate video games for their
children, with this reform just adding to the confusion. ACCM will continue to advocate for
classifications guidelines that truly protect children and support adults as they endeavour to
search for positive media experiences for their children’.

ACCM is a unigue national community organisation, which strives for a media environment
that supports the health, safety and wellbeing of Australian children. It is committed to
promoting healthy choices and stronger voices in children’s media.

For more information or to arrange an interview, please email admin@youngmedia.org.au
or call on (08) 8376 2111 or contact Elizabeth Handsley on 08 8201 5256, 08 82721170 or
mobile 0448 898 185
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