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Mission Statement 
The Australian Council on Children and the Media (ACCM) (incorporating Young Media Australia) supports 

families, industry and decision makers in building and maintaining a media environment that fosters the 

health, safety and well-being of Australian children. 

 

What we do 
The ACCM:  

• collects and reviews research and information related to children and the media.  
• provides information and advice on the impact of print, electronic and screen based media on 

children and young people.  
• advocates for the needs and interests of children in relation to the media. 
• conducts and acts as a catalyst for relevant research. 

 

How we do it 
Both directly and via its information and parenting arm, the ACCM:  

• provides information including movie reviews to parents and caregivers via the Children and Media 
website www.childrenandmedia.org.au. Fact Sheets relating to children and media use are also 
available via the website.  

• conducts community seminars and national conferences on current issues. 
• represents community concerns about the impact of print, electronic and screen based media on 

children and young people to legislators, regulators and the media. 
• promotes discussion and debate via facebook and media interviews.  

 

Who we are 
ACCM:  

• is a national not-for-profit community organisation, structured as a company limited by guarantee, 
and incorporated in Victoria (1957).  

• is registered for GST, has tax deductible status and is a Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR).  
• has a national Board representative of all Australian States and Territories and its corporate 

membership.  
• has a comprehensive organisational membership that includes ECA (Early Childhood Australia), 

ACSSO (Australian Council of State Schools Organisations), APPA (Australian Primary Principals 
Association), AHISA (Association of Heads of Independent Schools Australia), AEU (Australian 
Education Union), Parenting Research Centre, Council of Mothers’ Union in Australia Inc., SAPPA 
(South Australian Primary Principals Association), NSW Parents’ Council. 

• Board members are volunteers and receive no remuneration for their contribution to the 
organisation. 

  

http://www.childrenandmedia.org.au/
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Organisational Structure 
Patrons 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Baroness Susan Greenfield    Steve Biddulph 

Board of Directors 2016-2017 
 

President Professor Elizabeth Handsley 

Vice President Amelia Joyce  

Directors Michelle Cabena New South Wales 

 Dr Harriet Hiscock  Victoria  

 Prof Elizabeth Handsley South Australia 

 Jane Roberts Western Australia 

 Michael Nuttall Australian Capital Territory 

 Assoc Prof Michael Nagel Queensland 

 Dr Donna Odegaard Northern Territory 

 Phillip Spratt Tasmania 

Corporate Members Leah Mertens Australian Education Union  

 Amelia Joyce Early Childhood Australia 

 
Appointments 
 

Honorary CEO Barbara Biggins OAM 

Company Secretary Anne Anastasiou 

Treasurer Helen Shaw 

Auditor NKM Accounting 
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President’s Message   
 
This year we are 60! Back in 1957, Lady Alice Paton and other Melbourne men and women, long 
concerned about the lack of quality films for children and the small amount of Australian content on TV, 
drew together interested parties from WA, SA, Tasmania, NSW and Victoria. They agreed to form the 
Australian Council for Children’s Films and TV (ACCFT) on 30 March that year. 
 
The ACCFT immediately involved itself in issues relating to Australian content on television, and the 
classification system. But importantly for the times, it also imported and supported the screening of films 
made specifically for children across Australia, using its network of State Councils. It even commissioned 
the production of a film, called They Found a Cave. 
 
In 1977, along with the Australian Children’s Television Action Committee or ACTAC, it led the charge 
against self-regulation of children’s programs, and in favour of introducing special quality quotas of 
programs specifically made for children (C programs) on Australian Commercial TV. Over the years the 
organisation has successfully fended off repeated attempts by that industry to do away with the quotas. 
 
In the early 80s, the ACCFT, as it was still known, was instrumental in persuading the Attorneys-General to 
classify home videos like films, not (as was proposed) like publications. This means all titles have to be 
submitted for classification, the distributor doesn’t have to make a decision based on the content. It’s easy 
to take it for granted now, but generations of parents benefited from the consistent information and advice 
they got every time they went to rent or buy a video or DVD. In recent years we’ve involved ourselves in 
reviews of films and DVDs where the distributor wanted to lower the classification. And we were heavily 
involved in fighting the propaganda that claimed that the introduction of an R18+ category for computer 
games would really benefit children. 
 
The name of the organisation has changed over the years from ACCFT to Young Media Australia (in the 
90s), and then to the Australian Council on Children and the Media (in the 2000s). 
 
The organisation’s activities have changed too - adapting to changing media and public expectations. But 
its focus has always been on promoting the provision of quality age-appropriate media for children, and 
healthy use of screens, especially in the early years. 
 
In 2002, ACCM began its much appreciated Know Before You Go movie review service. This was in 
recognition of the gaps in the National Classification Scheme which didn’t give parents enough information 
about the suitability of films for their children under 15 years of age. This is because the key concept in the 
NCS is impact, which doesn’t tell us anything about suitability for different age groups. Earlier this year we 
released the results of a national survey showing that 89% of Australian parents and carers think that an 
age-based system would meet their needs better. 
 
Know Before You Go and its much younger sibling, the Know Before You Load app review service, are 
widely appreciated and have attracted a number of awards including NAPCAN and Children’s Week 
awards in the past 12 months.  
 
Though greatly valued by many, ACCM’s advocacy, information, research collation and reviews have 
always been underfunded. And it’s always been a struggle for existence. To have survived for 60 years is a 
monument to the tenacity of those who, through the years, believed that children’s media experiences have 
the potential to expand their horizons in wonderful ways, but also for harm. We continue to work for the 
provision of media that enhances children’s lives. 
 
As a birthday present to ourselves, we got a new logo that we launched on 5 May, the day of our 
successful national conference on Tots and tech: challenges for early childhood in a digital age. The design 
updates the TV screen we used previously, referencing an on/off switch on a digital device. We’ve used the 
colours red, yellow and green to reinforce our message that some media experiences are great for children, 
but some you need to be careful about and some are just unsuitable. 
 
My thanks to all who have contributed through the years to this great organisation, and especially those 
who carry on the work at present – the Board, Executive Committee, superb staff, Honorary CEO and 
volunteers. You all have made a real difference.  
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REPORT 

Information collection, review, and distribution 
Research collection and review 
This continues to be a core activity of ACCM with current research findings providing the evidence base for 

ACCM projects and articles, parent strategies, and advocacy. The latest research is reported in small 

screen, via ACCM’s regular E-Bulletin and on ACCM’s Web site. Research studies continue to support 

ACCM’s platform that media use, particularly in early childhood, needs to be managed with considerable 

care, to promote healthy development and prevent the risk of harm to children’s cognitive and social 

development. 

Children and Media Website 
The ACCM website has continued to provide child-centred movie and app reviews, the latest news about 

children and media from around the world, lists of current research, information for parents about managing 

media, and details of ACCM’s latest campaigns and how to take action. Nick Fedorowytsch from go create 

continues to provide hosting and support. 

The website continues to receive very favourable feedback from users, including: 

• Excellent site and an essential reference for parents, schools and anyone who works with students 

• I love the ACCM website and service - it is a really valuable resource! so thank you to you and all 

those involved :) 

The monthly website visits have remained around 30,000-35,000 with increases at school holiday times. 

There was, however, a large spike to 80,000 in December 2016, with the greatest number of visits in the 

26-28th period. This is when a number of new movies are released after Christmas. At this time we 

promoted our service on our Facebook site and it was also promoted by Steve Biddulph on his Facebook 

pages. 
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Social media 

Increasingly Facebook and Twitter have been used as a method to connect and interact with a wider 

audience. We have used them to promote our website, latest news, seminars and conferences, and to 

engage with parents and carers.  Our Facebook page has grown to 1900 likes. 

 

small screen 
Published monthly, this is a unique review of developments in children’s media in Australia and overseas, 

plus the latest research citations. Small screen is distributed, mostly by email, to members, subscribers, 

politicians and media representatives. It is also sent to researchers and libraries overseas. A limited 

number of print copies are produced.  

 

ACCM E-Bulletin 
This free email-based publication is sent fortnightly to over 750 subscribers who have nominated to receive 

the listing of the latest news articles, research, reviews, events, due dates for submissions and more. 

ACCM uses the web-based Mail Chimp to produce and send out the E-Bulletin and other campaign emails.  

This enables us to produce consistently attractive emails, receive reports on recipient take-up and manage 

subscriber lists.  It also allows recipients to subscribe or unsubscribe themselves easily. The E-Bulletin is 

also available from the Latest news section of the website. 

 
Children and Media Helpline 1800 700 357 
The Helpline has been maintained at the ACCM office. Due to declining use (most people seeking help now 

phone direct, use email or facebook). The Helpline was closed down on June 30, 2017.   
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ACCM’s Knowledge Base 
ACCM’s evidence base underpins a number of activities and endeavours including the following: 

Know Before You Go movie review service (KBYG) 
This award winning service is now in its 12th year of funding from the South Australian Attorney General. 

ACCM is very grateful for this ongoing funding, which now also includes the app review service, and 

continues to provide much-valued security and continuity.  

The ACCM website now has close to 1000 reviews. ACCM continues to review all G and PG rated films 

and an increasing number of M rated films which are likely to appeal, or be promoted, to children. Many M-

rated films are released and classified just in time for school holidays and frequently preceded by 

widespread advertising and associated merchandise. The movie review section of the website continues to 

be the most frequently visited during the year, with many visitors interested in finding movies for particular 

age groups, particularly the tween and early teenage groups. 

ACCM has continued to add child-friendly reviews of new releases that are suitable for children to the 

kidzone section of the website and there are now 175 reviews in this section. 

As well as appearing on ACCM website, abbreviated versions of KBYG reviews have been printed weekly 

in the local South Australian Messenger Newspapers, and in OSHC (Out of School Hours Care) 

newsletters. 

The importance of the KBYG service has been reflected in unsolicited emails of appreciation. Testimonials 

received this year include: 

• Fantastic reviews, I wish all movies came with these realistic views instead of the useless 

classifications they have! Thank you so much  

• Thank you so much for providing this wonderful service. I find it a constant challenge to find age 

appropriate films for my children and your reviews are invaluable. 

 
Know Before You Load app review service (KBYL) 
This service is now 3 years old and in October received an award from NAPCAN.  Know Before You Load 

app review service and Children and Gambling Watchlist, are supported by funding from the Attorney 

General of South Australia. 123 app titles have been added to the site bringing the total reviews to 573 

titles which include the most popular apps in Google Play and Apple App Store. There are now 84 apps 

listed on the Children and Gambling Watchlist. 

In the latter part of the year, ACCM undertook a comprehensive review of the service and new protocols 

were developed and implemented. These have improved the information provided by our reviewers and, as 

a consequence, the information included in the reviews.  
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This year ACCM mostly chose to review apps from the most popular lists, with content that may appeal to 

young children. Free to download apps with high grossing figures were targeted as these apps have appeal 

due to low upfront costs. Distributors of these apps achieve high grossing figures from in-app purchases; 

developers will often use simulated gambling-type mechanisms to trigger in-app purchases or use 

advertising content to monetize their apps. 

There is a growing trend for apps to be based on characters from movies. These apps are becoming part of 

the bundle of merchandising products that movie studios produce in conjunction with the movie. 

Classification of apps through the International Age Rating Coalition (IARC) classification tool for online 

games and apps began its trial on July 1st 2015, but to date only Google Play is using IARC. The Apple App 

Store still uses its own age-based classification system. ACCM records IARC classifications assigned to 

apps, or the Apple Age Classification along with the age recommendation given by our reviewers. 

Simulated gambling content, in-app purchasing and social media and/or forum interactions are not included 

within the present National Classification scheme.  

Below are two examples of feedback ACCM has received about the service:  

• “Hi, I think the movie and app reviews is a great service. However, I’d really like to see this 

feature include reviews for ALL movies and apps. I know that is an enormous task; however I 

am finding that with my own children, they are interested in apps which may not be necessarily 

targeted at children and I want to know if they are suitable.”  

• “Can you tell me if there is an android version of Targeting Math by Blake eLearning, a math 

app that my son is using at school as I want to give my son the opportunity to extend his math 

skills at home?” 

 

Partnership with Messenger Press 
Messenger Press weekly local newspapers in South Australia have carried abbreviated Know Before You 

Go movie reviews in the “what’s on” section of their publication, with links to the full reviews on the ACCM 

website.  

 

Raising Children Network 
ACCM has continued to supply movie reviews to the Raising Children Network (RCN). In the 2016 – 2017 

financial year, ACCM supplied a total of 75 Know Before You Go movie reviews for inclusion on RCN’s 

website.  

 

Brochures 
Brochures for both review services were revised and updated, and now carry ACCM’s new logo. These 

brochures continue to be in demand from parents and educators, and have been distributed at ACCM  
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parent seminars and national conferences in Sydney and Melbourne, and at seminars run by other 

organisations (such as Generation Next).  

ACCM Reviews free app  
ACCM has widely promoted the availability of this free app to access to its reviews, since its development 

early in 2016.  Apple and Android versions are available. John Kamachau and staff of Multiplier 

Technologies have assisted in its maintenance.   

 

ACCM in the Community 
National survey of parents’ and carers’ views of the National Classification Scheme   
In March and April, ACCM promoted participation in a survey as to whether parents thought the NCS gave 
them sufficient information to choose age-appropriate films for their children; whether they’d support an 
age-based system; and whether they thought the M classification provided adequate protection for young 
children. The results of this survey can be found at 

http://childrenandmedia.org.au/news/news-items/2017/national-survey-australias-classification-scheme-
needs-less-pg-and-more-guidance-for-parents 

and have been used  to support ACCM’s campaign for an age- and evidence- based system of 
classification.    

 

Little Big Shots film festival for children in Adelaide  

October saw ACCM present the Little Big Shots film festival for children in Adelaide for the first time. 
Development Officer Clare Phillips took up the opportunity presented when previous operators opted out.  

The event ran for two days at the Nova Cinema in Adelaide’s East End. Many young children were 
delighted with a range of the best overseas and local short films made especially for them, as well as 
exciting performances in the foyer between sessions, by the talented Cirkidz troupe.       

Planning is underway for a second festival in October and November this year.  

 
ACCM Seminars and Conferences 
Sydney: July 2016   Violence in the media: the stories and the science, Parliament of NSW Theatrette.   

Four international and three Australian scholars in the field presented papers at this national conference 

held in the parliament of NSW Theatrette, and hosted by The Hon Greg Donnelly MLC.  

Adelaide: November 4 and 5 2016 Raising Boys and Raising Girls with Steve Biddulph at Concordia 

College, Highgate.  

Close to 1000 parents attended over the two nights of seminars presented by renowned author Steve 

Biddulph. Concordia College hosted these very popular events.   

Melbourne: May 5 2017 Tots and tech: challenges for early childhood in a digital age. Telstra Theatrette.    

http://childrenandmedia.org.au/news/news-items/2017/national-survey-australias-classification-scheme-needs-less-pg-and-more-guidance-for-parents
http://childrenandmedia.org.au/news/news-items/2017/national-survey-australias-classification-scheme-needs-less-pg-and-more-guidance-for-parents
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This national conference celebrated ACCM’s 60th birthday.  Attended by a wide range of children’s 

professionals, the conference provided a timely examination of what is known about the impacts of media 

use on young children’s physical, social and emotional, and cognitive development.    

Thank you:  ACCM would like to take this opportunity to again thank the speakers, organisers and 

volunteers involved in each of these seminars during 2016 and 2017. 

 

Working with other community agencies:  

President Elizabeth Handsley and Hon CEO Barbara Biggins have participated in working parties set up by 

other NGOs, including Early Childhood Australia’s Digital Policy group.  

ACCM has also liaised closely with the Australian Children‘s Television Foundation and Screen Producers 

Australia in relation to the Government’s review of Australian and Children’s Content Standards.  

Professor Handsley has participated in IARC steering Committee meetings. She also attended Families 

Australia Policy Forum in November; and attended the parliamentary screening of ACTF’s Dance Academy 

film in December.   

 

Attendance at international conferences: 

Hon CEO Barbara Biggins attended the US Society for Research on Child Development Special meeting 

on technology and child development in Irvine, California, in late October.      
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Advocacy 
Submissions to inquiries  
ACCM has researched, prepared and lodged the following submissions during the 2016-2017 period:  

• Submissions to the Classification Policy Branch, Department of Communications re trailers and the 
commensurate audience rules. January and June 

• Submission to the House Standing Committee on Communications and the Arts Inquiry into Factors 
contributing to the growth and sustainability of the Australian film and television industry, April 30, 
2017 

• Submission to the Classification Review Board on review of the film, Blair Witch, September 5, 2016 
• Submission to the Department of Communications and the Arts review of the ACMA June 2016 

(omitted from previous AR)  

 
 
Letters to Ministers  
 

• March: Minister for Communications re need to remove ads for sports betting from sports programs  
• June: Minister for Communications and all State and territory Ministers responsible for classification 

re need for age-based classifications 

 
Consultations 
Professor Elizabeth Handsley and Barbara Biggins were consulted on a number of occasions by Federal 

government policy staff on issues related to classification, and the advertising of unclassified films in 

cinemas and the “commensurate audience”.   

 

Media Interviews 
ACCM President Professor Elizabeth Handsley, Executive Member Dr C. Glenn Cupit, and other 

spokespeople for ACCM, took part in a range of media interviews on diverse topics throughout the year.  

 

ACCM Corporate communications review   
ACCM’s corporate image has been enhanced with the release of its new logo.  This was an outcome 

recommended by the review conducted by Executive Committee and staff in the previous 12 months. The 

website, facebook page, small screen, E-bulletin, brochures and banners have all been upgraded with the 

new logo.  
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Administration 
Board of Directors 

The Australian Council on Children and the Media’s ten member Board meets by teleconference.  

Executive Committee 
The Executive Committee of the Board of the Australian Council on Children and the Media meets 
monthly in Adelaide. This committee includes three representatives of the Board, representatives of 
the organisational members and other individuals selected for their expertise. It is supported by the 
ACCM’s Treasurer (Helen Shaw), Board Secretary Anne Anastasiou, and Hon CEO Barbara 
Biggins.  

 

Professor Elizabeth Handsley - President 

In addition to representing ACCM in the media, Elizabeth chairs the monthly meetings of 

the Executive Committee of the Board of the Australian Council on Children and the Media. 

 

Amelia Joyce - Vice-President 

Amelia represents Early Childhood Australia. She has a particular interest in children’s use 

of digital media.  

 Board member- Michael Nuttall, APPA  

Other members co-opted this year are Dr C Glenn Cupit (formerly UniSA); Karl Brettig 

(Communities for Children); Judy Bundy (SAASSPC)’ Jacqueline Stratfold and Kate Martin 

(SAPPA); Dr Lesley-Anne Ey (UniSA)     

ACCM Staff 

  

Barbara Biggins OAM - Honorary Chief Executive Officer 

Barbara has been a volunteer with the organisation since 1973. After periods as 

President of both the South Australian and Australian Council for Children’s Films and 

Television, she now co-ordinates the day-to-day activities and projects of ACCM, utilising 

her extensive knowledge and background in Australian broadcasting and regulation. Her 

dedication to the organisation and leadership of the staff team is invaluable to the running 

and success of ACCM. 

 

Anne Anastasiou - Finance Officer and Company Secretary 

Anne manages ACCM’s resources with great skill and good humour, and has the ability to 

utilise the sometimes small funds very effectively. As Company Secretary to the Board of 

ACCM she assists in ensuring all corporate reporting and ASIC and ACNC requirements 

are met.  
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Caroline Donald - Webmaster and Researcher 

Caroline skilfully delivers one of ACCM’s core functions of collecting and disseminating 

information for both the website, small screen and other publications. As well as updating 

the website, she coordinates the movie review team to ensure all G and PG, as well as 

some M movies, are appropriately reviewed in a timely manner. Her extensive child 

development expertise is a valuable resource across the organisation and her 

commitment to the organisation and good humour are much appreciated.

Clare Phillips – Development and Events Officer 

Clare utilises her skills, passion and knowledge in public health policy plus marketing as 

Development and Events Officer. She has additionally taken on responsibility for 

coordinating the app reviews for the past few months.  Clare is also engaged in the 

presentation of the second Little Big Shots film festival for children in Adelaide.    

Marilyn Coleman 

Marilyn worked for short periods in a range of capacities this year, including as app 

review coordinator, and as a movie reviewer and coordinator.  Her enthusiasm and 

knowledge are much appreciated by ACCM. 

Nick Richter 

While other staff were on long service leave, Nick provided valuable support for the app 

review service for three months.   

Office Volunteers 

Shirley Frost volunteered her time and skills on a regular basis for most of the year, 

taking on tasks ranging from the complex to the common-place in a timely manner and 

with good humour.    
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over the last year. We could not survive as an organisation without this. 

• The Attorney-General of South Australia continues to support ACCM’s Know Before You Go movie
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• Lachlan Coles (film editor) created the highly professional and punchy DVD’s used to open ACCM

seminars.

• Tim Nicholls provided essential IT support.

• Nick Fedorowytsch of go create supports the development and maintenance of our website.

• Greg Donnelly of the NSW Legislative Council hosted the Violence in the Media conference.

• John Kamuchau and his team from Multiplier Technologies maintained the ACCM Reviews App.

• Designworks Advertising has designed and printed posters, brochures and banners.

• Rex Finch of Finch Publishing supported the Tots and Tech conference.

• Jenny Buckland of the Australian Children’s Television Foundation supported the Tots and Tech

conference.
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• We are grateful to the many individuals who have provided tax-deductible donations to support our

work.

• Many more individuals give their expertise, advice and time to assist our organisation to promote

healthy choices and stronger voices in children’s media.
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