
ABC kids rating success
2008 has proved the most successful rat-
ings year ever for ABC TV. The success has 
included children’s television ratings on 
both ABC1 and ABC2.

Among children aged 0-4 and children 5-
12, ABC1 achieved the highest audience 
of all free-to-air networks and Pay TV  
channels in the Monday to Friday child-
rens’ TV slots.The top 20 ranked children’s 
programs for 0-4 and 5-12 year olds are 
broadcast on ABC1.

In its Monday -Friday 10am-4.30pm child-
rens’ slot, ABC2 achieves higher audiences 
among children 0 -12 than all dedicated 
Subscription TV childrens’ channels.
(Source: OzTAM Data)

Meanwhile ABC TV has announced new 
Australian children’s initiatives for 2009, 
aiming to “entertain, inspire and encourage 
positive development in young people”.  
Australian history will come to life in the 
new Penny Chapman series, My Place, 
based on the award-winning book, and ac-
companied by an interactive website.  dirt-
girlworld explores the natural world and 
invites the preschool audience to ‘go get 
grubby’ in the big world outside; and Figaro 
Pho is an animation series about a boy who 
suffers from every phobia from A to Z.

http: / /abc.net .au/corp/pubs/media/
s2414842.htm

Nine wrongly gave PG classification to 
Spiderman
In March 2008, Nine Adelaide screened the 
movie Spiderman (classified M for movie 
release) at 7.30pm, classified as PG. Young 
Media Australia lodged a complaint, and 
having not received a satisfactory response, 
forwarded its complaint to the Australian 
Media and Communications Authority for 
adjudication. ACMA has found that the 
film as screened on TV did not meet the PG 
guidelines, as the violence was not infre-
quent, and in one instance had an impact 
greater than mild. 

For ACMA’s decision see http://www.acma.
gov.au/WEB/STANDARD/pc=PC_311552

YMAs new patron 

Baroness Susan Greenfield

We are pleased to announce that Baron-
ess Susan Greenfield has agreed to be a 
patron of YMA. Baroness Greenfield is 
a pioneering scientist, an entrepreneur, 
a communicator of science, a policy ad-
viser and is considered to be one of the 
most influential and inspirational women 
in the world. In 2004 she was invited by 
the South Australian Government to be a 
“Thinker in Residence”, a programme that 
brings two or three world-class thinkers 
to Adelaide each year to live and work for  
periods of up to several months. 

To read more about Susan Greenfield go to 
http://www.oxcsom.ox.ac.uk/contacts.php

An article from The Australian earlier this 
year quotes Baroness Greenfield as saying,

“If we keep going the way we are, we will 
simply be letting our children sleepwalk 
into a new world (of technology) without 
even trying to understand the consequences 
.. I’m sure parents want to know how long 
in front of the screen, and at what age, 
does what, and I think governments owe it 
to their citizens to tell them these things.”  
(Greenfield, S The Australian, 14 June 
2008)

To read more of this article, go to 
http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/
story/0,25197,23858718-23289,00.html

Baroness Greenfield joins Steve Biddulph 
who is a longstanding patron of YMA.

One complaint can make a difference 
The Australian Communications and  
Media Authority(ACMA) has success-
fully collaborated with the Irish Internet  
Hotline to disable a network of websites 
that provided access to child sexual abuse 
material. 

An anonymous member of the Irish public 
initiated the action using the ‘Report Illegal 
Content’ form on the Internet Service Pro-
viders Association of Ireland’s website.

The Irish Internet Hotline ascertained that 
the sites were registered in Australia and 
referred the details to ACMA, which, in 
consultation with the Australian Federal 
Police, made contact with the Australian 
domain name registrar Melbourne IT. Mel-
bourne IT took action to prevent the do-
main names in question from directing to 
the offending sites. 

ACMA’s relationship with the Irish Inter-
net Hotline comes from membership of the  
International Association of Internet Hot-
lines (INHOPE), which now comprises 33 
hotlines in 29 countries. INHOPE’s mission 
is to eliminate child abuse material from the 
internet and to protect young people from 
harmful and illegal uses of the Internet. The 
network handles around 10,000 reports of 
illegal online content every month. 

More information about ACMA’s role in 
regulating online content and complaints 
are at ACMA website at http://www.acma.
gov.au/hotline. 
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GUEST EDITORIAL

To filter or not to filter? That is the question. 

Bernadette McMenamin 
CEO, Childwise   
According to some, the Minister for Broadband, 
Communications and the Information Economy, 
Senator Stephen Conroy is threatening the life force 
of the Internet by his planned trial of internet filtering 
at ISP level to block child porn sites. YMA asked 
Bernadette McMenamin AO of Childwise and long 
time campaigner against the sexual exploitation of 
children to comment.  She says:

“Let’s put this into perspective.
 

Child pornography is one of the fastest growing 
online businesses generating approximately 
$3(USD) billion each year. It is estimated 
that 100,000 commercial websites offer child 
pornography and more than 20,000 images of 
child pornography are posted on the internet 
every week. In 2005 the United States National 
Centre for Missing and Exploited Children 
revealed that 40% of arrested child pornography 
possessors sexually abused children. The most 
disturbing trend is that the demand for sexual 
images of babies and toddlers and images of 
children being sexually tortured is increasing. On 
the 2005 Interpol child pornography data base 
there were 30,000 images of different children. 
Only 2% of these children have been identified 
and rescued from sexual abuse.

In late 2006 Child Wise commissioned AC Neilson 
to conduct a survey of 1497 Australian internet 
users over the age of 18. The key outcomes of the 
survey were that: 83% believe that ISP’s should 
block all child pornography, 76% would change 
to an ISP that blocked child pornography and 
64% are not confident that home based internet 
filters are effective. Surprisingly Child Wise has 
also received calls from child sex offenders who 
support ISP filtering.

The Government’s proposal to trial ISP filtering 
is mainly aimed to curb access to viewing child 
pornography, to reduce access and demand, and 
to reduce the rape of children around the world. 
This trial is not primarily aimed at stopping 
children viewing inappropriate material. The 
Government is using other strategies to help 
with this but it should indeed prevent children 
viewing the rape of other children and other 
illegal material.
 

The proposal is to mandatorily filter sites which 
are prohibited, are therefore illegal and on 
ACMA’s blacklist. 65% of these sites have been 
refused classification. The  rest of these sites are 
extreme xxx rated. The Government’s main aim 
is to reduce the profileration of and production 
of child sexual abuse images online. In 2005 the 
increase in sites containing child pornography 
increased by approximately 75%. 
  
This is mainly due to the explosion in the demand 
of people around the world including many 

Australians to view these 
exploitative and illegal 
images. ISP filtering will 
not stop this completely 
but will reduce access 
by at least 40%. Surely 
this is something we 
should all support. There 
are tens of thousands of 
sites containing images 
of child sexual abuse 
available on the Internet 
and some are currently 
hosted by Australian ISP’s. 
 

Sweden, Norway, Denmark and the United 
Kingdom have ISP-based filters in place blocking 
child pornography to the majority of Internet 
users in those countries.  Reports show that these 
filters are very effective, with the UK system 
operated by British Telecom blocking over 35,000 
attempts per day.  During 2006, the Norwegian 
system blocked 1.7 million attempts to access 
child pornography. The Swedish system blocked 
15,000 attempts during its first few weeks of 
operation which resulted in a 40% drop in reports 
of child pornographic sites to  Sweden’s internet 
hotline.   NZ has just completed their own ISP 
filtering trials which have been successful and 
accurate in filtering out child pornography sites 
and have been well supported in the community 
and by ISP’s.
 

Some of the arguments from the ISP industry 
include:

ISP filtering will be expensive- not true 
based on other countries experience. 
ISP filtering will slow down the Internet- not 
true based on experience overseas. 
ISP filtering will censor freedom speech- not 
true as the filter will only filter out illegal 
material. Currently if sites are on the black 
list ACMA issues a take down notice to ISP’s 
where they need to take it down but this is 
not policed. So ISP’s cannot legally host it 
anyway 
Other trials have failed- earlier trials 
have only attempted to filter illegal and  
blacklisted material, via home-based filters.  
This was under the previous Government. 
This Government has a totally new 
approach.  No other trials in the past have 
soley focussed on the ACMA blacklist. 
ISP filtering will not protect children from 
viewing inappropriate sites- it will but it  is 
most important that parents also monitor 
what their child views and educates them 
on responsible use of the Internet. 

The ISP trial is only one approach in a wide range 
of strategies designed by the Government to keep 
both Australian children and overseas children 
safe from online exploitation and sexual abuse. It 
is mainly targetted at blocking child porn.

Can you please tell me what reasonable 
Australian could disagree with this?”

•

•

•

•

•

Bernadette McMenamin
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ADVERTISING
Chang, CC  (2008)
Chronological age versus cognitive age 
for younger consumers -implications for 
advertising persuasion.
Journal of Advertising, Vol. 37, No. 3, 
Pp19-32

Moodie, C; et al  (2008)
Tobacco marketing awareness on 
youth smoking susceptibility and 
perceived prevalence before and after 
an advertising ban.
European Journal of Public Health, Vol. 18, 
No. 5, Pp484-490

COMPUTERS & INTERNET
Anon (2008)
Cyberbullying a growing threat to 
teenagers, both boys and girls.
Journal of Psychosoial Nursing & Mental 
Health Services, Vol. 46, No. 4, Pp11

Crutzen, R; et al  (2008)
Adolescents who intend to change 
multiple health behaviors choose 
greater exposure to an Internet-
delivered intervention.
Journal of Health Psychology, Vol. 13, No. 7, 
Pp906-911

Bhat, CS  (2008)
Cyberbullying: Overview and strategies 
for school counsellors, guidance officers, 
and all school personnel.
Australian Journal of Guidance and 
Counselling, Vol. 18, No. 1, Pp53-66

(2008)
Why help keep your kids safe online?.
P & C Journal, Vol. 55, No. 4, Pp40-41

Trettin, LD; May, JC; McKeehan, NC  (2008)
Teaching teens to “Get net smart for 
good health”: Comparing interventions 
for an Internet training program.
Journal of the Medical Library Association, 
Vol. 96, No. 4, Pp370-374

Schrader, PG; McCreery, M  (2008)
The acquisition of skill and expertise in 
massively multiplayer online games.
Educational Technology Research and 
Development, Vol. 56, No. 5-6, Pp557-574

Li, Qing  (2008)
A cross-cultural comparison of 
adolescents’ experience related to 
cyberbullying.
Educational Research, Vol. 50, No. 3, Pp223-234

Chen, Lily Shui-Lien  (2008)
Subjective well-being: Evidence from 
the different personality traits of online 
game teenager players.
Cyberpsychology & Behavior, Vol. 11, No. 5, 
Pp579-581

COMPUTER & VIDEO GAMES
Jimenez, JE & Rojas, E (2008)
Effects of Tradislexia videogame on 
phonological awareness and word 
recognition in dyslexic children.
Psicothema, Vol. 20, No. 3, Pp347-353
Agosto, Denise E  (2008)

Sex, brains, and video games: a 
librarian’s guide to teens in the twenty-
first century.
Journal of the American Society for 
Information Science and Technology, Vol. 59, 
No. 12, Pp2033-2034

Armstrong, Annie  (2008)
Gamers in the library? The why, what 
and how of videogame tournaments for 
all ages.
Journal of Academic Librarianship, Vol. 34, 
No. 5, Pp455

Sun, DL; et al  (2008)
Computer games: A double-edged 
sword?
Cyberpsychology & Behavior, Vol. 11, No. 5, 
Pp545-548

FILM MAKING
Schumacher, Colin  (2008)
Making meaning onscreen: a student 
handbook.
www.colinschumacher.com.au

MEDIA EFFECTS - HEALTH
Waldman, M; et al (2008)
Autism prevalence and precipitation 
rates in California, Oregon and 
Washington Counties.
Arch Pediatric & Adolescent Medicine, Vol. 
162, No. 11, Pp1026-1034

Liu, JH; et al  (2008)
Urban-rural differences in overweight 
status and physical inactivity among US 
children aged 10-17 years.
Journal of Rural Health, Vol. 24, No. 4, 
Pp40-415

Vazquez, IA; et al  (2008)
Physical activity, sedentary leisure, 
short sleeping and childhood 
overweight.
Psicothema, Vol. 20, No. 4, Pp516-520

Ko, Chih-Hung; et al  (2008)
The association between Internet 
addiction and problematic alcohol use 
in adolescents: The problem behavior 
model.
Cyberpsychology & Behavior, Vol. 11, No. 5, 
Pp571-576

MEDIA EFFECTS - SOCIAL  
Green Claire & Smolen, Wendy (2008)
Marketers and parents: Don’t forget 
traditional non-tech toys.
www.harrisinteractive.com

Haw, K  (2008)
Kids in cyberspace: teaching antiracism 
using the Internet in Britain, Spain and 
Sweden.
Educational Review, Vol. 60, No. 3, Pp318-
319

Solberg, Judy  (2008)
The Lolita effect - the media 
sexualization of young girls and what 
we can do about it.
Library Journal, Vol. 133, No. 11, Pp82

Chonchaiya, W & Pruksananonda, C  
(2008)
Television viewing associates with 
delayed language development.
Acta Pediatrica, Vol. 97, Pp977-982

Chandra, A; et al  (2008)
Does watching sex on television predict 
teen pregnancy? Findings from a 
national longitudinal survey of youth.
Pediatrics, Vol. 122, No. 5, Pp1047-1054

Larwin, KH; Larwin, DA  (2008)
Decreasing excessive media usage while 
increasing physical activity: A single-
subject research study.
Behavior Modification, Vol. 32, No. 6, Pp938-956

VIOLENCE
Worth, KA; et al  (2008)
Exposure of US adolescents to extremely 
violent movies.
Pediatrics, Vol. 122, No. 2, Pp306-312

vander Molen, JHW; Bushman, BJ (2008)
Children’s direct fright and worry 
reactions to violence in fiction and news 
television programs.
Journal of Pediatrics, Vol. 153, No. 3, Pp420-424

Erwin, E; Morton, NE (2008)
Exposure to media violence and young 
children with and without disabilities: 
Powerful opportunities for family-
professional partnerships.
Early Childhood Education Journal, Vol. 105, 
No. 112, Pp347-353

Mozes, Alan (2008)
Less exposure to violent media makes 
youths less aggressive.
Pediatrics, Vol. 122, No. 2, Pp306-312

Wittmann, M; Arce, E; Santisteban, C  (2008) 
How impulsiveness, trait anger, and 
extracurricular activities might affect 
aggression in school children.
Personality and Individual Differences, Vol. 
45, No. 7, Pp618-623

Ybarra, ML; et al  (2008)
Linkages between Internet and other 
media violence with seriously violent 
behavior by youth.
Pediatrics, Vol. 122, No. 5, Pp929-937
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Nickelodeon’s Land a Pilot winner   
announced at SPAA 2008
 

For a second year Nickelodeon Australia 
and the Screen Producers Association of 
Australia (SPAA) offered aspiring television  
producers the chance to land a pilot for the 
10-12 demographic with $25,000 towards 
its production. The winner was announced 
at the November 2008 SPAA conference.

This year’s winning pitch was  
Insomniacs by Shane Elsmore and Simon 
Adams, described as  “A reality bending, 
creepy show that promises to thrill, tanta-
lise and intrigue kids everywhere”. 

Land a Pilot 2008 received a record number 
of over 90 submissions and saw seven final-
ists from around Australia pitching their 
program proposals to the judging panel.  

Submissions included a diverse range of 
genres and formats to appeal to the highly 
competitive 10 -12 demographic covering 
live action, comedy or drama, reality or 
game show. 

The team behind Insomniacs will work 
closely with Nickelodeon over the next six 
months to further develop and produce the 
pilot. 

For further information: 
Sarah Campbell, Nickelodeon’s Communi-
cations Director
Sarah.campbell@nickaus.com.au

Guide to Commercial-Free Holidays
The US based Campaign for a Commercial 
Free Childhood has produced this guide 
with contributions from authors and activ-
ists including Nancy Carlsson-Paige,Diane 
Levin, and Susan Linn.

As the CCFC website states,

Commercializing childhood is a societal 
problem -- but even as we work to change 
society we know that millions of families are 
assaulted by stepped-up commercialism each 
holiday season. How can we find meaning 
amid the clutter of commercial chaos? Pre-
serve our values in the midst of the annual 
advertising assault? Reclaim the holidays 
from corporate marketers? 

The guide can be found at
http://www.commercialfreechildhood.org/
holidayguide/home.htm

TV viewing and language delay
Thai researchers have found a relation-
ship between early onset and high fre-
quency of television viewing and language 
delay. A study of children aged 15-48 
months in  Bangkok found that children 
who have language delay tended to start 
watching television about 10 months 
earlier than they could speak their first 
meaningful word while children with  
normal development usually started to 
watch television after they could speak 
their first word. 

Nearly 60% of children in the study who 
had language delay were left watching 
television on their own. Children who 
watched on their own were 8.47 times 
more likely to have language delay than 
those who interacted with caregivers dur-
ing television viewing.

The researchers suggest that doctors and 
other professionals may need to include the 
amount and onset of TV viewing when talk-
ing to parents about language development. 

Chonchaiya, W & Pruksananonda, C  
(2008) Television viewing associates with 
delayed language development.
Acta Pediatrica, Vol. 97, Pp977-982

WORLD NEWS

KIDS’ TV

A selection of children’s programs 
screened on TV during the period

ABC
Lunar Jim; In the Night Garden; Play 
School; Behind the News; Bernard; 
StarSpace with Adam Saunders.
SEVEN
It’s Academic; My Friends Tigger & Pooh; 
The Buzz On Maggie; American Dragon: 
Jake Long; All for Kids.
NINE
The Backyardigans; Go, Diego! Go!; Dora 
the Explorer; Kids’ WB; The Eggs; Double 
Trouble; The Music Jungle
TEN
Bratz; Wormwood; Totally Wild; Scope; 
Dork Hunters from Outer Space; Legend 
of the Dragon; Puzzle Play.
NICKELODEON
Dora the Explorer; Fairly OddParents; 
SpongBob SquarePants; Rugrats go 
Wild; Boy Genius.
DISNEY CHANNEL
Kim Possible; Lilo & Stitch; Even Syevens; 
Lizzie McGuire; That’s so Raven; Phil of 
the Future; Brandy & Mr. Whiskers.
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